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ADDENDUM 1 TO DOCUMENT CIM/CD/doc.15/03 rev.1:

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-0/02),

FOLLOW-UP OF THE CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ,

ADOPTED AT THE THIRTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY

OF DELEGATES OF THE CIM

(Item 4 of the agenda)

BACKGROUND

With regard to implementation of resolution CIM/RES.224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará,” the Executive Committee, at its second regular session, held on July 17 and 18, 2003, adopted Agreement No. 3, subparagraph (b) of which instructed the Executive Secretariat of the CIM to begin consultations with member states, the principal delegates to the CIM, regional organizations, and civil society, to get their feedback on the proposed follow-up mechanism for the Convention of Belém do Pará.


In fulfillment of that mandate, the August 1, 2003 notes and document CIM/CD/doc.15/03 rev.1 were transmitted to the ministers of foreign affairs, the permanent missions to the OAS, and the principal delegates to the CIM for comment. Replies were received from 15 countries.

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON

PROPOSAL OF APPROPRIATE MEASURES FOR FOLLOW-UP

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, 

CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ
I.
BACKGROUND

Canada

Canada suggests to reword the first three sentences as follows:

“Unfortunately, violence against women continues to be a prevalent threat throughout the world.  In the 1970’s, it gradually crept into the public agenda, mainly through the women’s movement and the work of feminists, and in the 1980s, violence became a key issue for women’s movements around the world, focusing on overt physical and sexual abuse.”

The above rewording is suggested for the English translation in order to not dismiss that some action has been taken to address the problem of violence, and also to avoid the sense of violence being an ‘inevitable’ problem (i.e. through the use of terms such as ‘universal phenomenon’.)

II.
UNIVERSAL INITIATIVES

No comments were received regarding this section

III.
REGIONAL INITIATIVES PROMOTED BY THE CIM AND THE OAS
No comments were received regarding this section.

a. The Convention – Definition of violence and scope of applicability


No comments were received regarding this section.

b. Follow-up reports

Canada

Fourth paragraph

This Paragraph outlines the process for follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará and refers to the creation of a “working group, including experts identified by member states, to analyze the document prepared by the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, to consider the proposals made by civil society organizations, and make recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow-up...”.  

Canada would first like to clarify if this ‘working group’ is the same as the ‘meeting of experts’ that was agreed to in AG/RES.1942 (XXXIII-O/03), adopted June 10, 2003, which was to be supported by the OAS General Secretariat?  (See Operational Paragraph 2 of above noted OAS General Assembly Resolution).

Secondly, Canada would be grateful if the permanent secretariat could inform Principal Delegates if the Secretariat has contacted civil society organizations in this regard.  If so, which non-governmental organizations have been contacted?  Have any proposals been received?  Similarly, there is reference on page 1ó of the current document to suggestions and comments from the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), etc. and we would be interested in knowing at what point such agencies will be consulted for input on the most appropriate way to follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará.

IV.
REGIONAL PROGRESS IN THE LAST DECADE

Canada 

Access to Justice/Information and Records

In this section, the CIM may wish to include information on Chile’s involvement in the Gender and Criminal Justice Reform Project and the participation of some countries in the Region in the International Violence Against Women Survey (IVAWS).  Many CIM delegates may be able to use this information to mobilize domestic support for participation in these activities, learning from the lessons and best practices established in Chile through the Justice Reform Project and Costa Rica’s successful participation in the IVAWS. 

V. INITIATIVES FOR FOLLOW-UP AND MEASUREMENT OF PROGRESS: GENDER INDICATORS

a) Indicators in the Convention
No comments were received regarding this section.

b) Indicators of follow-up international conferences

No comments were received regarding this section.

VI. NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND PROGRAMS ON VIOLENCE 
No comments were received regarding this section.

VII.
JUSTIFICATION OF THE NEED FOR SYSTEMATIC FOLLOW-UP

No comments were received regarding this section.

VIII.
CONCLUSIONS AND STRATEGIES TO FOLLOW

Canada 

Third paragraph

This section includes a list of regional experiences and other follow-up mechanisms including CEDAW, but also includes reference to the CEDAW Optional Protocol.  Since the Optional Protocol is first and foremost a complaints mechanism and inquiry procedure entitling the Committee to conduct investigations after national remedies have been exhausted, Canada would suggest that reference to the Optional Protocol be deleted from the document.  It is not Canada’s understanding that this is the type of follow-up mechanism/inquiry procedure that was envisioned for Belém do Pará.  As such, we would also suggest that the Optional Protocol document be deleted as Annex VI (b).

Fourth paragraph

Since this problem…should not be relegated exclusively to matters of gender equality and women, but should also be included in the Organization’s human rights framework.

Canada would request that this statement/concept be clarified in the next iteration of the text as we are unclear of the intended objective, given that later in the text, it is stated that the “follow-up mechanism will be headquartered within the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM” (page 19) while the “Secretariat of the Committee of Experts will be under the General Secretariat of the OAS” (page 18).

It is unclear whether the CIM Permanent Secretariat will be largely responsible for the ongoing operations and oversight of this process, or whether it will be ‘mainstreamed’ across the OAS and placed under the General Secretariat.

United States

[Note: the additions to the text are indicated by capital letters]

Second paragraph
Essentially… and the Assistant Secretariat for Legal Affairs, through the Technical Secretariat for Mechanisms of Legal Cooperation (deleted: and the CIM)
Fourth paragraph
Since this problem requires urgent attention, (deleted: it should not be relegated exclusively to maters of gender equality and women, but should also be included) the VIGOROUS ENGAGEMENT of the human rights ORGANS AND AGENCIES OF THE ORGANIZATION IS NECESSARY TO COMPLEMENT ONGOING EFFORTS BY THE CIM.

Sixth paragraph
Through this mechanism, other states that HAVE NOT have ratified the Convention MAY also be invited to take part in the meetings held by the Committee of Experts IN ORDER TO PROMOTE A HEMISPHERIC EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND EXPERIENCES WITH (deleted: so they can benefit from the experience of) the States Parties and be encouraged to become a party to the Convention.

Seventh paragraph
In terms of funding, following the established rules of the Organization of American States, a special fund could be set up with contributions from MEMBER states (deleted: in the Americas, members of the OAS), PERMANENT OBSERVERS, other (deleted: interested states) EXTERNAL SOURCES, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE and United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), and other international and inter-American agencies.

IX. PROPOSAL FOR FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM

 The comments received are in the following section.

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE

PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A PROJECT FOR A MECHANISM

TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT

AND ERADICATION OF VIIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,

CONVENTION OF BELEM DO PARA

PREAMBLE

Nicaragua

Nicaragua suggests to add the following to paragraph two of the preamble: “Progress has also been made in the laws of States Parties.”

United States

Taking into account that the purpose of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women is to protect women’s HUMAN rights and eliminate violent…. it is necessary to strengthen cooperation among the States Parties to develop the necessary mechanisms, PROGRAMS, POLICIES AND ACTIVITIES to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.

1.
Purposes/Objectives
Peru

It is important to establish deadlines and mechanisms for following up on those deadlines.

United States
a.
To follow up on the commitments undertaken by the States Parties to FULFILL THEIR OBLIGATIONS UNDER the Convention and review how they are being implemented;

b.
To promote the implementation of the Convention and contribute to the achievement of the purposes established, ESPECIALLY in Articles 7 and 8.

c. To establish a system of technical cooperation among the States Parties, AND OTHER MEMBER STATES AND PERMANENT OBSERVERS, for the exchange of information, experiences, and best practices AS A MEANS TO UPDATE AND HARMONIZE (deleted: to progress with the updating and harmonization of) their domestic legislation AND PURSUE OTHER COMMON OBJECTIVES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONVENTION.

2.
Basic principles

Peru

Add the phrase: “consolidate representative democracy and respect basic human rights without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or gender.”

United States
 …In this regard, the characteristics of this mechanism and the procedures used must take account of the principles of sovereignty, nonintervention, the juridical equality of states, and the need to respect the constitution and (deleted: basic principles of the) legal system of each State Party.
3. Nature/Structure

Peru

The problem is that a Conference of the Parties could conceal omissions and violations by States Parties to the Convention.

The Committee of Experts could make sure that does not happen; however, to do so, members would have to be personally elected by the General Assembly of the OAS from a list of candidates nominated by the member states or the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Otherwise, a Conference or Committee composed of representatives of the States could lead to a policy of mutual concealment and complicity.

4. Members

No comments were received regarding this section.

5.
Structure and responsibilities
Canada

As noted in Canada’s general comments, it may be more efficient and cost-effective to merge the responsibilities of the Conference and Committee into one body.

Additionally, greater clarification on the distinction between the Secretariat (housed within the General Secretariat of the OAS) and the Headquarters (housed within the CIM) is required. As currently structured, it appears that the majority of practical work will be tasked upon the current CIM Permanent Secretariat. If this is the case, will new resources be secured/forthcoming from the OAS General Secretariat?

United States
The Conference  shall be comprised of representatives of all States Parties and shall have the authority and overall responsibility for operating the mechanism and shall meet AS OFTEN AS IT DEEMS NECESSARY (deleted: at least once a year) [FINANCIAL REALITIES MAKE ‘AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR’ AN UNREALIST REQUIREMENT

The Committee shall… may request assistance and guidelines from the Conference, AND OTHER OAS MEMBER STATES. (deleted: which shall meet as needed to consider such requests)  [UNNECESSARY, IF THE CONFERENCE IS TO MEET ‘AS OFTEN AS IT DEEMS NECESSARY]

The Secretariat of the CONFERENCE AND THE Committee of Experts SHALL BE  THE CIM PERMANENT SECRETARIAT AND OTHER OFFICES OF THE OAS General Secretariat , AS REQUIRED. 

6.
Headquarters

United States

The follow-up mechanism shall have its headquarters AT the Organization of American States, in the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM.
7. Operation
United States

The Committee Secretariat shall prepare a working document for the Committee’s CONSIDERATION (deleted: approval) that will select … bearing in mind the available financial resources, how long A period of sessions…devote to the task. 

Final report:

After reviewing …., which shall be submitted to the Conference AND THE CIM ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES and subsequently, made public.

8. Equal treatment

Nicaragua

Paragraph 8(c) 

It is suggested to put “States Party” instead of “country.”

9. Intergovernmental cooperation and participation of civil society

Canada

This paragraph notes that states who are not party to the Convention and civil society organizations will be involved in the ‘plenary meetings’.  Are these ‘plenary meetings’ the forum through which country reports will be presented and dialogue exchanged between State officials and the Committee of Experts? Would civil society organizations and other observers also be permitted to make interventions? Or are these ‘plenary meetings’ intended as a parallel track of meetings to receive input from other organizations?

Costa Rica

The methodology mentioned in this section should effectively guarantee widespread civil society participation, not simply consultations that are marginal in nature and value.

Uruguay

Believes that the potential contributions that could be made through civil society participation should be borne in mind for the operation of the follow-up mechanism.

United States

The Conference of States Parties, THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS, and the Convention follow-up mechanism are intergovernmental in nature but in order to have broader input for the review, THE CONFERENCE AND Committee of Experts may invite states…. 

10. Resources
Canada

Given the potential costs and human resources that need to be dedicated to such a process - both on the part of the OAS/CIM and the Member States - will a minimum amount of resources be secured before deciding to launch the follow-up process in order to ensure the sustainability of the mechanism?

Uruguay

It is extremely important to Uruguay to determine how the activities of the Committee of Experts and its Technical Secretariat would be financed, considering that the proposal indicates that they would be “financed from a special fund consisting of contributions from States Parties to the Convention…”

The cost of such a mechanism must also be revealed, using as a basis a similar mechanism, such as the CICAD Government Experts Group's Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM).

It is suggested to bear in mind that, once the mechanism is finalized, it could meet on the occasion of the Assembly of Delegates or another CIM forum. This would take advantage of the participation of authorities, as well as reduce travel costs.

United States 

The activities of the CONFERENCE OF STATE PARTIES, Committee of Experts and the Technical Secretariat of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism shall be financed BY from a specific (deleted: special) fund CREATED FOR THIS PURPOSE WITH contributions from States Parties to the Convention, MEMBER states that are not parties to the Convention, AND OTHER EXTERNAL RESOURCES (deleted: international financial agencies), and any other contribution it may receive in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.  These CONTRIBUTIONS (English only) may include offers from States Parties…accepting regular contributions.

11. Review of the mechanism
No comments were received regarding this section.

12. Report to the General Assembly of the OAS

United States

The Committee of Experts, assisted by the Committee Secretariat, shall report TO THE CIM ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES AT ITS REGULAR SESSIONS, TO THE CIM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPON REQUEST, AND to the OAS General Assembly every four years, IF SO REQUESTED, (deleted: of the OAS on work done during that period) concerning the progress, challenges and best practices that emerge from the final reports it issues, and, if necessary, make whatever general recommendations it considers relevant.
GENERAL COMMENTS 

ARGENTINA

Argentina maintains its policy of supporting initiatives aimed at maximizing the effectiveness of human rights treaties.

The proposal to develop a draft follow up mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention is likely to elicit consensus and cooperation among the Member States and from civil society within those States,   especially because it makes express reference to the respect due to the “principles of sovereignty, nonintervention, the juridical equality of states,” and to the “constitution and basic principles of the legal system of each State Party.” 

The proposal to distribute responsibilities between the “Conference” and the “Committee” is considered as positive.

It must be pointed out that it is necessary to specify the judicial nature of the instrument that will create the follow-up mechanism, as this is not mentioned in the proposal, which, on the other hand, does establish organs and financial responsibilities for financing the mechanism.

BRAZIL  

Brazil felt the creation of a mechanism was essential for ensuring that States comply with the commitments undertaken in the Convention. At this time, it did not think it was necessary to hold the conference of States Parties to the Convention every year, proposing instead that it be held every other year, after the meeting of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, or once every four years at the same time as the meeting of ministers or of the highest-ranking authorities responsible for the advancement of women in the member states. Particular attention must be paid to financing the activities of the follow-up mechanism. Brazil believes it would be better to increase the budget of the CIM to defray the cost of this new activity. If that is not feasible in the short term, we could examine the advisability of creating a voluntary fund for that purpose. 

CANADA

Canada attaches great importance to the need to take effective measures domestically and internationally to eliminate violence against women and we thank the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for writing this document and presenting it for comment and input by member states.  

The document does an excellent job of outlining issues and barriers to combating violence against women in the Americas.  The proposed process for follow-up on the implementation of Belém do Pará could be a useful tool to lobby for greater resource allocation to address the important issue of gender-based violence in the same way that country reports on the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) has helped advance issues of gender equality.  The publication of the final reports and the inclusion of civil society in the process is a strong element of the proposal, and provides for added accountability.  Furthermore, having State Parties responsible for responding to the Committee and engaging in the discussion may also be an effective means of increasing national action to combat and prevent violence against women and further implement the commitments made by countries that have ratified the Convention.  

Despite these advantages, Canada has some concerns with the proposal.  Due to the scarcity of financial and human resources in member states and the OAS, Canada is concerned that the follow-up mechanism proposed will lack the required long-term funding and commitment to make such a mechanism sustainable and meaningful.  Not only will States need to dedicate resources to preparing their reports, which some may argue duplicates reporting processes already occurring under CEDAW and other international bodies, but the proposed follow-up mechanism also requires supplementary funding for the operation of the Conference of Parties, Committee of Experts, and work of the Secretariat/Headquarters that will oversee the follow-up mechanism.  Such funding may be difficult to obtain given the current financial constraints within funding agencies and member states. 

Executive Committee Members were informed of how labour-intensive and cost-intensive this process can be during the presentation on the follow-up mechanism to the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, which took place at the February 2003 Executive Committee meeting.  At the time of the Executive Committee meeting, Members discussed looking at less time-intensive and cost-intensive alternatives.  

The question of financing for the Corruption mechanism still has not been resolved – due in large part to an overall lack of resources.  It is Canada’s understanding that the Legal Secretariat will complete a report in October 2003 detailing all expenditures and financial resources related to the Corruption follow-up mechanism.  It may be useful to circulate this information to inform future discussions on the proposed follow-up mechanism to Belém do Pará.  Canada also has concerns with the amount of time consumed by the first round of reports under the Corruption mechanism. Despite the mechanism having been adopted in May 2001, the round of evaluations on the first four country reports is not expected to be completed until October 2004.  Canada therefore suggests that the CIM wait to build upon the lessons learned from an evaluation of the first round of the reporting and review process under the Corruption follow-up mechanism before spending already scarce resources on the establishment of further Conferences and Committees.

As identified in the document, barriers to progress in combating and preventing violence against women in many countries include the lack of statistical information and slow progress in changing legislation to protect women from violence.  Canada notes, however, that the CIM has discussed two activities that directly respond to these barriers in a tangible way:  improving data collection through the International Violence Against Women Survey, and the Gender and Criminal Justice Reform Project (SEPIA II). At the July 2003 Executive Committee meeting, there appeared to be widespread support among member states for continued involvement and expansion of such initiatives.  Canada would therefore like to suggest that decisions on the most appropriate way to follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará be discussed in the context of other initiatives that may yield very concrete, short and long-term results relevant to the objectives of Belém, but which may be more cost-effective and results-oriented for State Parties. 

Another alternative that may help reduce costs and reporting lags may be to simplify the process currently proposed by combining the duties of the Conference of States and the Committee of Experts into one body, with countries nominating (on a rotating basis) state representatives/experts to serve on the Committee/Conference.

CHILE
The National Women’s Office values the proposed follow-up mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará and would like to share the following observations:

· Clearly, developing a mechanism to follow up on implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará cautions and encourages progress in the programs, plans, and policies that have been implemented by States that have ratified the Convention. 

· The models selected for constructing the proposed mechanism, i.e. the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), provide interesting elements as regards a methodology for following up on emerging issues, which must be approached with technical and conceptual creativity. 

· Encouraging cooperation among the States Parties to share information, experiences, and best practices to help modernize and harmonize their laws is one objective that, in itself, produces very clear, well-defined policies on the issues raised in part one of the document. An important synergy would thus be produced for a problem that is so serious and widespread that it must be approached not only through inter-disciplinary and inter-sectoral action, but also through international exchanges. 

· The outlook of international cooperation on the problem of gender violence has not been sufficiently underscored from either a theoretical or practical standpoint. An exercise of this type that is promoted by the CIM/OAS could truly have a significant impact in the region, benefiting the affected women and the population as a whole.

· It is along these lines that this mechanism must be created, to advocate to the State Parties about their duty to craft policies, plans, and programs that make the provisions of the Convention they ratified a reality. Those provisions express the urgent need for sweeping cultural changes that must be made through care and prevention activities and the criminal and moral punishment of violence against women.

COSTA RICA
Costa Rica wanted to take this opportunity to call attention to a few elements that, in their opinion, warrant special emphasis in considering the content of the reports on the States Parties:

· States should be required to report to the Conference of States Parties and to the Follow-up Mechanism to the Convention on all budget cuts in institutions in the national systems for preventing and/or addressing violence against women.

· Formal mechanisms should be established enabling the Commission to be able to summon representatives of the institutions in the national systems for preventing and/or addressing violence against women.

ECUADOR
Having examined the document, Ecuador has the following comments for your information and consideration:

Given the persisting problem of violence against women and the worsening levels of poverty affecting most of the population in Latin America and the Caribbean, and particularly women, Ecuador applauds the Inter-American Commission of Women’s initiative to follow up on the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” with the objectives set forth in the proposal, in the intergovernmental context, and in the framework of resolutions 759 and 1001, requiring disclosure of the results of its enforcement and fulfillment.        

Ecuador fully agrees with the criteria established for defining the follow-up mechanism to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”

Gender-neutral language should be used in documents emanating from the CIM and from other OAS organs.

The following requirements should be considered when selecting and designating experts:

· A university degree

· A post-graduate degree in any branch of gender studies

· Extensive experience working on gender violence

GUATEMALA

Guatemala supports the Convention and the Follow-up Mechanism.

GUYANA

Guyana is committed to the convention and has taken a number of measures in order to comply.  However, because of inadequate human and financial resources it was not possible to give effect to the Convention in a more comprehensive way.

Guyana concurs with the observations raised in the document and supports the need for an appropriate mechanism to strengthen compliance and assistance to Member States where ever possible.

It is recognized that the establishment of such a mechanism will need support of Member States and Guyana will endeavor to provide whatever assistance based on their ability to do so.

MEXICO

Mexico supports the Convention and the Follow-up Mechanism.

NICARAGUA

Nicaragua, as a State Party to the Convention, feels that it is very important to have a follow-up mechanism that could analyze the progress made by Member States in enforcing the Convention, together with the results and experience from programs implemented to fight violence against women.  

The mechanism’s authority and procedures must take into account the principle of sovereignty and the need to respect the Constitution and the basic principles of the legal system of each State Party.

One priority would be to have technical and financial cooperation among States Parties, primarily in countries like Nicaragua, to allow the country to modernize and harmonize its laws and make it possible to achieve the Convention’s objective of eliminating violence against women.

ST. KITTS AND NEVIS
St. Kitts and Nevis supports the Convention and the Follow-up Mechanism.

URUGUAY

Uruguay agrees with the purposes and objectives of the proposed mechanism.

THE FOLLOWING MEMBER STATES PROVIDED INFORMATION RELEVANT TO ANNEX III

GRENADA
With reference to Annex III of the draft document received, hereunder is Grenada’s current positions as to National Legislation al Programs on violence:

(
The Ministry/Government Agency responsible for designing public policy on women and gender (National Gender Policy)is the “Division of Gender and Family Affairs in collaboration with the Inter-Ministerial Committee”

(
The National Legislation on violence against women is “The Domestic Violence Act, 2001”

(
Actions undertaken by the State to eliminate violence against women are:

a) The establishment of a Domestic Violence Unit that also coordinates a Special Victims Unit

b) The setting up of a shelter for battered women and their children 

c) Establishment of a protocol for enforcement of Domestic Violence Act 2001

d) Public awareness campaign targeted at adults as well as students of primary and secondary schools, tertiary institutions

GUATEMALA
	Country
	Ratification date 
	Ministries and other government agencies


	National laws
	Steps taken by the States to eliminate violence against women 

	Guatemala
	01/04/95
	National Office of Women (ONAM)
	National policy for the advancement and development of Guatemalan women and 2001-2006 equal opportunity plan 
	National diagnosis of institutional responses to the problem of family violence and violence against women

	
	
	Presidential Secretariat for Women
	Congressional Decree No. 97-96, Law to prevent, punish, and eradicate family violence
	Report of the Guatemalan State on implementation of resolution 2000/45 of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, “Elimination of violence against women” 

	
	
	National Coordinator for prevention of family violence and violence against women (CONAPREVI)
	Decree Nos. 831-2000 and 417-2003, Regulations to the law to prevent, punish, and eradicate family violence and its amendments
	

	
	
	Office of the Attorney General: Victims’ Advocate Office and Special Prosecutor for Crimes against Women
	Decree No. 7-99, Law for the advancement and integral promotion of women.
	

	
	
	Office for the Defense of Indigenous Women (DEMI)
	
	

	
	
	Office of the Prosecutor General, Unit for the Protection of Women’s and Family Rights 
	
	

	
	
	Office of the Prosecutor General, for Human Rights, Office for the Defense of Women’s Rights 
	
	

	
	
	Program to prevent and eradicate family violence (PROPEVI-SOSEP)
	
	


ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS

In 2000 the Domestic Violence Legislation was passed.  This Act covers both summary proceedings and criminal actions when dealing with domestic violence and includes protection of spouse, de facto spouse, parent, grandparent, child and dependants.

The Department of Gender Affairs provides aid to victims of domestic abuse in the form of support and advice.  Since there are not shelters, the department receives assistance from the private sector and private individuals in the provision of secure environments for a short period of time.

Existing laws have been reviewed.  Such reviews have resulted in increased penalties for sexual offenses including those against children and a maximum sentence of life imprisonment for the crime of incest.
The Ministry of Social Development, Community and Gender Affairs provide training to police officers, fire and rescue workers, guidance counselors, social workers and public health workers, education officials, and persons from the civil society.  Also provides training and education to  magistrates, prosecutors, attorneys, and all other persons responsible for implementing policies for the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women and children as outlined in article 8 subsection (c) of the Belém do Pará. Training is done through 2-day workshops and seminars based on a multi agency approach in the areas of Friendly Victim Responses, Working With Perpetrators, Gender Awareness, and the Domestic Violence Act 2000.

Since 1997, training has been extended at the Police College to include several modules on Violence Against Women and Children in the Police Training Curriculum including Human Rights Instruments and their application, Understanding Violence Against Women and Children, Rape Trauma, and Domestic Abuse Syndrome.

There is a handbook on sexual harassment to be printed and distributed by the Ministry of Social Development, Community and Gender Affairs; entitled “Sexual Harassment, It’s Not Just a Women Thing, It Concerns Us All.”

International Days such as March 8th, International Women’s Day (IWD) and November 25th, the International Day for the Eradication of Violence Against Women and Children are often used to focus on violence.  Activities include radio and television panels, street campaigns, and visits to schools to educate the general public.  Campaigns include “Zero Tolerance for Violence against Women and Children” and “United Nations a Life Free from Violence.”

Children have been included in the process of promoting awareness by sponsoring art competitions in schools, to further highlight the fight to end violence against women and children.

URUGUAY

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

On July 2, 2002, Law 17.514 was enacted, the purpose of which is to prevent, detect, and address domestic violence in its physical, psychological, sexual and patrimonial manifestations.

Decree No. 28-942 of 2002 criminalizes and establishes sanctions for sexual harassment by workers in the departmental government of Montevideo.

GOVERNMENT ACTIONS

On December 23, 2002, the National Advisory Council to Fight Domestic Violence was established under the Ministry of Education and Culture; it is composed of institutions with capacity to combat domestic violence.

As part of the activities of the National Institute of the Family and Women, an interagency committee was formed to prepare a National Equity Plan.

The National Institute of the Family and Women has selected experts on domestic violence, to work individually and on inter-disciplinary teams, and transmitted those names to the Supreme Court, so they could be added to the national roster of experts, pursuant to Law 17.514.

Police headquarters in the Department of Montevideo equipped its 24 police departments to take domestic violence complaints. It also offered specific training for employees at those departments to improve handling of the problem.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TRAINING ACTIVITIES 

Training was provided to over 1,400 police officers who fill executive functions from different departments in the country, as part of the preventive policing courses.

Through the Public Safety Program (IDB-Ministry of the Interior), three workshops on domestic violence were held, aimed at: legislators, justice system operators, and candidates and technical teams from the four political parties represented in parliament.

Also in the context of the Public Safety Program, courses were given to government officials in the health, education, police, and justice sectors who deal with persons involved in situations of domestic violence.

The Public Safety Program and the Universidad de la República designed and held a graduate-level course entitled, “Towards an inter-disciplinary approach to family violence,” with the coordination of instructors from four schools and the participation of 100 persons in the legal, medical, psychological, and social science professions.

A private health services institution, CASMU, through its Special Commission for Treating Violence, held a four-month course for officials and professionals from the schools located near its headquarters.

PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS

A domestic violence awareness campaign was launched and disseminated by the written, oral, and television press for six months. It was promoted by the Subregional Secretariat Pro Tempore and executed by the Media Association of Uruguay and the Uruguayan Association of Advertising Agencies.

Since 2001, the “Comuna Mujer” No. 9 of Montevideo’s Municipal Superintendent’s Office has been conducting a national campaign entitled, “Not one more death,” in which all the women wear a black ribbon the day any woman dies as a result of domestic violence.

With the cooperation of the British Embassy, an advertising campaign was implemented, which involved hanging posters at covered bus stops in the Department of Montevideo, to inform people about the training that the police have received to deal with persons affected by family violence and indicate that all police stations have specially-trained personnel to deal with this issue.
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